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CALIFORNIA INDIAN BASKETS
San Diego to Santa Barbara and Beyond  

to the San Joaquin Valley, Mountains and Deserts
by Ralph Shanks, M.A. and editor Lisa Woo Shanks

Wonderfully written and expertly researched, 
California Indian Baskets honors the cultural and 
artistic achievements of the First Californians. 

The book celebrates Native American art, history, culture, 
native plant uses, technology, population movements, 
and the sharing of ideas.

California Indian Baskets honors the magnificent basketry 
of the southern half of California including the Chumash, 

Cahuilla, Chemehuevi, Cupeño, Kumeyaay, Gabrielino/
Tongva, Kumeyaay, Kawaiisu, Kitanemuk, Juaneño, Paiute, 

Panamint Shoshone, Salinan, Serrano, Tataviam, Tubatulabal, 
Western Mono and Yokuts people. The book is made possible in 

part through the generous support and great vision of three California 
Indian tribes and is the result of decades of research by noted basketry 

scholar and anthropologist Ralph Shanks.

Basketry types, cultural uses, weaving techniques, technical features, and native plant material choices are explained. 
Readers learn how to identify baskets by culture and develop a deep appreciation for a beautiful living tradition. Lavishly 
illustrated with over 175 full color photos from great museum and private collections in the United States and Europe.

“This is the outstanding new companion volume to Ralph & Lisa Shanks’ acclaimed  Indian Baskets 
of Central California. The authors’ once again provide an authoritative book, this time on the 
southern half of California, of an important American art form. Excellent photography and text.”

Jonathan King, The British Museum




